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In order for our military to continue 

to perform at its best, we must con-
tinue to provide ample funds for train-
ing and readiness accounts. This bill 
provides $154 billion to increase the 
readiness and training of our troops. 
Funding is being adjusted to ensure 
that we are training for the conflicts of 
today and those in the future. 

Continuing our strong support for 
our troops in Iraq and Afghanistan, the 
bill includes over $23 billion for equip-
ment to be used in the region. This in-
cludes $6.3 billion to complete procure-
ment of over 6,600 Mine Resistant Am-
bush Protected, MRAP, all-terrain ve-
hicles to protect our troops; $1.1 billion 
for High Mobility Multi-Purpose 
Wheeled Vehicles, HMMWVs; and $950 
million for the National Guard and Re-
serve equipment accounts. 

I am also pleased that this bill in-
cludes just under $200 million for de-
fense projects in the State of Hawaii 
including many of the projects which I 
requested. This includes a standoff im-
provised explosive device, IED, detec-
tion program, a virtual combat train-
ing program, and an anti-corrosion ef-
fort to extend the life of weapons sys-
tems. These are examples of programs 
in which innovators in Hawaii produce 
systems and products which will en-
hance military capabilities. 

In addition to doing right by our 
troops, this bill also includes measures 
that will help other segments of our 
country. 

Small business represents a vital 
part of our economy, but many small 
business owners are having difficulties 
securing loans in today’s economic cli-
mate. This bill includes a measure 
which will allow the Small Business 
Administration, SBA, to extend en-
hancements to its loan guarantee pro-
gram which will free up capital by 
making loans more attractive. 

The bill also includes an extension of 
unemployment insurance benefits. As 
many of our citizens continue to navi-
gate a difficult labor market, it is vital 
that we continue to provide benefits 
for the unemployed. 

In addition, this bill includes an ex-
tension for COBRA subsidies. It ex-
tends from 9 to 15 months the 65-per-
cent COBRA health insurance subsidy 
for individuals who have lost their 
jobs. This vital program will help those 
who have lost jobs keep their health in-
surance. 

These are just some of the projects 
and programs this important bill will 
fund for the 2010 fiscal year. I appre-
ciate the hard work of Chairman 
INOUYE, Ranking Member COCHRAN, and 
the rest of the Appropriations Com-
mittee for bringing this conference re-
port before us, and I urge my col-
leagues to support it. 

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, I 
strongly oppose this fiscally irrespon-
sible and misguided bill. While the bill 
includes many good provisions, it will 
also fund a massive troop surge in Af-
ghanistan that will overburden our 
troops and will likely hurt, not help, 

our efforts to eliminate the global 
threat posed by al-Qaida and its affili-
ates. And it is stuffed with earmarks 
and wasteful spending, such as $2.5 bil-
lion for 10 C–17s that the Defense De-
partment does not want and $130 mil-
lion for a Presidential helicopter pro-
gram that has been cancelled. 

While I will vote against the Defense 
appropriations bill, I am not going to 
be part of a partisan and cynical effort 
to delay passage of the Defense bill in 
order to block the Senate from consid-
ering health care reform. That is why I 
voted to end debate on the Defense ap-
propriations bill, so the Senate could 
conduct a final vote on that bill and re-
turn to debating and voting on health 
care reform legislation. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The minority time has expired. 

Mrs. HUTCHISON. I hope we can 
have a bill that will be bipartisan that 
we can all support. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, my under-
standing is there is 5 minutes remain-
ing. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. That is correct. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I direct this 
question to my distinguished col-
league, Senator MCCONNELL, who is on 
the floor. Is my distinguished friend 
going to use any of his leader time this 
morning? 

Mr. MCCONNELL. No. 
Mr. REID. To my friend from Texas, 

whom I care about a great deal—she is 
a member of the Appropriations Com-
mittee. I am disappointed she spent all 
morning not talking about the bill be-
fore us; namely, the bill that is going 
to fund our troops. That is why she is 
here. It is just after 7 in the morning in 
Washington. It is just after 4 a.m. in 
Nevada. Those watching around the 
United States may be wondering why 
we are voting at this rare hour, early 
on a Saturday morning, in what is 
shaping up to be the worst snowstorm 
in Washington’s history. 

The reason is very simple. We have 
work to do. We are going to support 
the troops, to make sure they have all 
the resources they need. I am confident 
my Republican colleagues will join 
with us in that regard. 

I also say to my friend from Texas 
and others, it is as if they are in some 
other universe. First of all, we offered 
a unanimous consent request as soon 
as these proceedings started dealing 
with health care. I said: 

I ask unanimous consent that no amend-
ment be in order to the Reid substitute 
amendment . . . unless the text . . . of the 
amendment is posted on the home page of 
the official Senate Web site of the Member of 
the Senate who is sponsoring the amendment 
prior to the amendment being called up for 
consideration by the Senate and the amend-
ment is filed at the desk. Further, that this 
unanimous consent request be in effect for 
the duration of the consideration of [this 
bill]. 

That is pretty direct. Offer an 
amendment and people should be able 

to see it. Guess what. The Republicans 
objected to that. Here is exactly what 
the senior Senator from Wyoming said: 

In light of some of the trust problems and 
transparency problems we have, while this 
appears to lead to greater transparency . . . 
I object. 

Something that creates trans-
parency, they object because it does 
not create transparency. 

Let me just say, we are going to fin-
ish this Defense bill. We are going to 
move on, at the appropriate time, and 
vote on the so-called managers’ pack-
age, which will save lives—along with 
the other bill that is now before the 
Senate on health care—save money, 
and save Medicare. There are imme-
diate deliverables. 

I don’t know what in the world the 
Senator from Texas was talking about. 
Something that is picked up on talk 
radio? I don’t know. But it is not any-
thing that deals with reality. We are 
going to do away with preexisting dis-
abilities. The letters we receive from 
around the country, what insurance 
companies do is incredible. We will in-
sure 31 million new people—pretty 
good, 31 million. Thousands of primary 
care physicians will be created and 
thousands of community health cen-
ters, which we should have been doing 
a long time ago. 

I can remember, as a new Senator, 
that seat right there in the back of the 
Chamber was held by the famous Pat 
Moynihan. We were, at that time, deal-
ing with homelessness. That was the 
issue of the day. He turned around to 
me, a new Senator, and said: This is ri-
diculous. The reason there are so many 
homeless is because we did not do our 
job. When the insane asylums, the 
mental institutions were emptied, be-
cause we had medicine that would take 
care of these people in institutions, 
part of the deal was we would have 
community health centers to have 
them come and get their medication, 
have them taken care of. We didn’t do 
that, and that is why we have so many 
homeless people. This bill is going to 
alleviate most of that. 

We have something in this legislation 
called the CLASS Act, which will offer 
for the first time in the history of this 
country for people who are working to 
plan ahead in case they become dis-
abled. It is fully paid for. CBO said, in 
the far future, decades and decades into 
the future, it is paid for. I did not use 
a penny of that money for the bill that 
is before the Senate. 

Again, I say to my friends on the 
other side of the aisle, I am sorry this 
has been such a method of just saying 
no to everything—everything, every-
thing. It is too bad we didn’t have a lit-
tle more help. We received none. We 
hope they will join with us, the minor-
ity, as did the Republicans in the 
House of Representatives, and support 
the troops, 395 to 34. Out of 435 Mem-
bers, only 34 voted against that bill. 
Democrats and Republicans—over-
whelming majorities—over 90 percent 
of Democrats and Republicans in that 
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